
Gardens to Visit         by Arthur Bode 

	 We are in the full bloom of Southern California Garden time.  Blooms 

everywhere.  A list of eight gardens within a 45 minute drive of Mt San Antonio Gardens 

follows.  Some are large and well known and some are postage stamp locations.  Each 

is a gem waiting to be explored.  Distance, size and cost are mentioned as well as 

some suggestions for lunch.


Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont (2.2 miles) 86 acres, seniors $6.


	 The largest botanic garden dedicated to California native plants.  Whether you 

choose a guided tour or a self-guided visit, you can spend an entire day or an hour 

exploring the Garden, discovering plants or experiencing the natural world. Lunch at 

the Back Abby 128 N Oberlin Ave  Claremont, CA 91711


LA Co Arboretum and Botanic Garden in Arcadia (21 miles) 127 acres seniors $6. 

 The Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden is a unique botanical 

garden and historical site located in what was the heart of the historic Rancho Santa 

Anita in the city of Arcadia.  When “Lucky” Baldwin purchased Rancho Santa Anita in 

1875, he acquired not only the natural lakes and cienegas on the property, but water 

rights in both Big and Little Santa Anita Canyons just north of his homesite. In 1947 the 

the California Arboretum Foundation was incorporated and in 1955 The Arboretum 

opened to the public.  Lunch at Monsieur Crêpe  54 W Sierra Madre Blvd Sierra Madre, 

CA 91024. 



Fullerton Arboretum (22 miles) 26 acres, $5. donation suggested 

 Thriving on land that once was the site of an orange grove, this parcel at the 

north end of the Cal State Fullerton campus is the largest botanical garden in Orange 

County.  Developed with input and fundraising from CSU Fullerton students, the 

arboretum is a lovely place to stroll among more than 4,000 plants, and watch ducks 

paddle about in the garden’s ponds and streams. Visit collections devoted to woodland, 

desert, and Mediterranean plant species, as well as extensive cultivated gardens, a new 

orchard, and new wildflower section. Pair with lunch at  Watsons Soda Fountain Cafe in 

Old Town Orange  116 E Chapman Ave. 

Huntington Library and Gardens San Marino (26 miles) 120 acres, senior $21.


	 The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens is a collections-

based research and educational institution serving scholars and the general public.  

Encompassing approximately 120 acres of the 207-acre grounds, the botanical 

gardens contain more than a dozen principal garden areas.  Mr. Huntington imported 

plants from many parts of the world to experiment with their cultivation in Southern 

California.  The Lily Ponds were developed first and were heated at the time, to 

maintain the giant-leafed Amazon water lily, during the relatively cool Southern 

California winters.  Huntington worked on the Palm, Desert, and Japanese gardens and 

planned the North Vista and the landscaping around his mansion. Eat lunch on the 

grounds.


Arlington Garden 275 Arlington Dr, Pasadena, (28 miles) 3 acres, free 

http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/content.aspx?id=522
http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/content.aspx?id=524
http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/content.aspx?id=494
http://www.huntington.org/JapaneseGarden/


 The Arlington Garden is a 3-acre botanical garden.  It is Pasadena's only 

dedicated free public garden. Designed by Mayita Dinos, it was built in 2005 on 

Caltrans-owned land.  It is leased to the City of Pasadena and entrusted by the city to 

Arlington Garden in Pasadena, a non-profit.  This garden is not only friendly to people 

and pets, but also exists as a refuge for Pasadena’s native fauna.  Birds, bees and 

butterflies are particularly abundant and can be seen throughout the year.  Lunch at La 

Grande Orange Café 260 S Raymond Ave Pasadena, CA 91105. 

UC of Riverside Botanic Gardens (32 miles) 40 acres, free


Nestled in the foothills of the Box Springs Mountains on the east side of the University 

of California, Riverside Campus. Wander over four miles of scenic trails or just relax on 

a bench and enjoy the beauty. The Gardens is a living plant museum with more than 

3,500 plant species from around the world for visitors and researchers to see and 

study. It was established primarily for teaching purposes. In a beautiful setting, the 

Gardens serves to provide a wide assortment of plant materials for courses at UCR 

and other local schools. Lunch at the Mission Inn.


James Irvine Japanese Garden 244 So San Pedro St in Downtown Los Angeles (32 
miles) 3/4 acre, free

This tranquil garden is one of Little Tokyo's best-kept secrets as the urban oasis 

isn't accessible from the street. To reach the space, enter the Japanese American 

Cultural and Community Center, check in at the information window on the left, take the 

elevator down to level B . According to the community center, gardens carry great 

importance in Japanese culture—caring for the grounds is a form of art and spending 

https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/things-to-do/james-irvine-japanese-garden


time among the flora encourages harmony with nature—so walk the path for a complete 

view of the garden’s foliage, babbling stream and cascading waterfall.  Lunch in a Little 

Tokyo noodle shop.

Descanso Gardens La Canada Flintridge (33 miles) 150 acres seniors $6.


	 Before Descanso Gardens, the land was part of  an oak forest that blanketed the 

region.  These trees, some centuries old, are the remainder.   Experience the giants in 

the Descanso landscape, the Coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia).  In the late 1930s and 

1940s, when newspaper publisher E. Manchester Boddy was building his estate called 

Rancho del Descanso, he planted thousands of camellias in the shade of the oaks to 

provide blossoms for the cut-flower industry.  Those camellias, and others added in 

later years, continue to thrive.  Explore the tranquil Japanese-style garden that blends 

design elements from four classic garden styles.  Cross an arched bridge and walk on 

shaded paths along a koi-filled stream to the teahouse.  More than 1,600 roses 

represent centuries of horticultural history.  Significant collections of species, old 

garden and modern roses are arranged in theme gardens.  Planted among the roses 

are beautiful companion plants, so there is something blooming in every season.  

Lunch at the Garden Cafe or Hill Street Cafe1004 Foothill Blvd.
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